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ABOUT THE CRYSTAL WELL 


The CRYSTAL WELL was founded in 1964 
as THE WAXING MOON by Joseph B. Wilson. 
It is the oldest continuously published 
newsletter concerning the Old Religion in 
the United States. Published intermit- 


tently since its founding, The Waxin 
Moon changed its name in T972 to Tr 


Crystal Well to avoid confusion with the 
S CITI? 


Naxing Moon, which has become the 
official publication of the Pagan Move- 
ment in the United Kingdom. 

The Crystal Well is published as a 
non-protit religious newsletter 'by Thom- 
as, Post Office Box 18351, Philadelphia, 
Fennsylvania 19120. Publication is s$spor- 
adic, but approximately four issues per 
year are sent out to those who have in- 
dicated a desire to receive it. The 
Crystal Well is not a subscription pub- 
Tication, and there is no subscription 
fee. However, donations make publication 
possIble and are zratefully accepted. 


THE ZAGAN WAY 

The Fagan Way is the basic relizious 
base of the Craft of the Wise in modern 
form. The rituals are drawn from ancient 
Sources, but are designed for application 
in the world of today. If you can par- 
ticipate with a Pagan Way group near your 
home , you will 2ain the advantage of 
joining others in worship. If there is 
no 2roup near you, write the nearest 
Zroup for introductory material, includ- 
inz the first rituals. (4 one dollar do- 
nation to help defray printing costs is 
appreciated, but don't hesitate to write 
for lack of funds.) 


OTHER PAGAN PUBLICATION IN THE UNITED 
STATES 

The Green Egg $4 .00 for 8 issues 

P. 0. Box 29953 

St. Louis, Missouri 63230 

Feraferia $6.00 per year 

F. O., Box 691 

Altadena, California 9100L 


They are not tax deductible, however, as 
The Crystal Well is not a charitable in- 
SEItution under the rules of the Internal 
Revenue Service. 

Inquiries for the introductory iss8ue 
and s8ubmission of articles, art work, or 
other material should be 8ent to the ed- 
itor at the above address. Submissions, 
whether used or not, cannot be returned, 
and no fee is paid for articles or other 
material used. 

Mechanical production of The Crystal 
Well is done at Philadelphia. Editorship 
or The Crystal well rotates at approxi- 
mateTy annual intervals. A&4 number of 
Craft traditions are involved in its pub- 
lication. As a result, each article is 
the responsibility of the author only 
and no policy statement of the Craft as 
a whole should be inferred from any ar- 
ticle appearing in The Crystal well. 


The Pagan Way 


P.- 0; Box: 7712 
"hiladelphia, Pennsylvania 19120 


P,::0, Box: 5145 
San Bernadino, California 92480 


P-.:.0.:.Box 972 
Minot, North Dakota 58701 


P.,--0. Box: 3468 
Bronx, New York 10463 


C/o The Covenstead Museum 
1244 $. Third 5treet 
Louisville, Kentucky 40258 


FAGAN FUBLICATIONZ IN ENGLAND 
The Waxing Moon 

Journal of the Fagan Movement 
103 Meindy road 

Caerdydd, U.K. 


The yficcan 
BM/HCEM 
London WC 1, U.K. 


WHAT IS THIS THING CALLED "WITCHCRAFT"? 


This difficult question is asked by 
many people when they first write for The 
Crystal Well, and is also a question that 
1s usually answered incorrectly. At 
least incorrectly by s|uch authorities as 
the church, the yellow press, and most 
books on popular occultism. 

Basically, what is called witchcraft 
1s a relizion, perhaps the oldest reli- 
Zlon in the world. It's a complex phil- 
osophy and a way of life which teaches 
us to live in harmony with nature and 
with our fellow man. Since this is a re- 
lizion, it is understood that the witches 
have some kind of dogma. This dogma is 
rather difficult to explain since there 
are many traditions and denominations as 
in the Christian and other religions. 
bout the only thing that is constant 
among the varying Craft traditions is 
the object of worship. Basically we wor- 
Ship a Goddess and a God - individually, 


by Sean Armstrong 


Separately, and together. \side from 
this our common meetinz ground (as far 
as ritual is concerned) are the dates of 
our major festivals. Craft members meet 
on Candlemas, May Day, Lanmas, and Hal- 
lowe 'en as well as on the solstices and 
equinoxes. | 

There are several types of ciassifi- 
cations which apply here. 4&4 person with 
psychic talents is not truly a witch un- 


less initiated into the Old religion. >a- 
tanists, though they call themselves 
witches, are not considered a part. of the 
faith. Ceremonial Magicians are just 
that and may 2s soon be Christian as any- 
thing else. (Witches are not Christian.) 
Gardnerians are those who follow the same 
rites as the late Dr. Gerald B. Gardner. 


 Traditionalists are everyone else. 


Aside from this I can advise only 
personal contact with one of the various 
zroups within the Craft, or some very 
selective reading. 


STYLE AND TITLE by GwLlon 
Blessed tonight was 1 

Heaven qazing in frost night 

our Lady's moon image dazzle-white 
W--i-d-e ringed, like all-embracing arms. 
I heard the Gods and Gocdesses. rejoice: 
The re-birth time 1s come, 

The light rekineled in the heart of man; 
Beams of love and strengqth down-yrouring 


To touch the soul with 1l1gnt: 
Out of. the: tunnel-dark 

To realms of olorious. trutnih; 
Peborn. the Light of Life. 

Tae flame-Lurst. leart Sang. 


Tonight She smiled on me. , . COWN-DOUrLlng 
bounty. 


The above is the writing of a witch. 
Not: myself, and I say this with regret - 
for I would dearly Love to have written 
it. I won't tell you anything about the 
writer; whether male or female, younZ3 or 
old;. "Cardnerian" or. "Traditional, for 
everything one needs to know of this per- 
Son is written in and between the lines 
of this -heart-sonz. This individual 
knows, and feels, and has found, just as 
others have come to understand the Craft 
whether - "Gardnerian'' or "Traditional". 
which brings me (at last) to my theme. 

Gardnerian and Traditional. we hear 
these terms used often, but exactly what 
do they siznify? Apparently they are the 
headings under which the adherents of the 
01d raceligion may be rouzhly divided into 
two classifications - for no very 3oo0d 
reason that I can think of: 


Gardnerian 
Covens formed by the late 
Dr. Gerald Gardner: pr their 
ofitshoots. 


Traditionals 
gverybody else. 


The _ above is deliberately overs im- 
Plified half-truth; havinz taken this 
Stand TI will now proceed to kick the 
ground from under my own feet. 

ve must have names for things and 
people if we are to conmmnicate inftorma- 
tion: at all. There is no real problem 
with ''things' - they take the names we 
2ive them and like it. But people are 
cussed and vocal, so it is better to call 
them by names to which they will answer, 
then you will -2void wrath and confusion, 
and everybody will know what everybody 
else is talking -bout. 

'Gardnezian' was a silly label to 
use in the first place because it impli- 
ed that Gerald invented the whole of this 
particular branch of the.Craft. (Oh yes, 
you can argue 'til the cows come home a- 
bout whethec he did or did not, and at 
the end of it have proved little and 
2chieved nothing.) Point is, ''me lud'', 
that Gerald 's* friends would never azree 
that he did, and for this reason resent 
the implication behind the use of the 
name - and refuse to answer to it. This 
they in fact did, with confusion and mis- 
understanding as the consequences. How- 
ever, the label stuck, and I am happy to 
note that some Gardnerians are now fol- 
lowing my advice (in spite of the fact 
that most of them probably never heard 
me) and are using the term in description 
of themselves. 


for each 


Tais is a real step in the right di- 
rection. iemember the "01d Contemptables', 


Look it ur! That tag too 
started 1ife as an insult and wound up 
an honored title. 50 did "'Quaker''. It 
would seem an appropriate tribute. to the 
memory of dear Gerald that his name 
Should be synonymous with the tradition 
in which and for which he l2bored so long 
and 80 hard. 

- _"Traditionels' ion the other hand, 
like to be called Traditionals, and they 
don't care if you call them traditionals 
- especially when they're not. (Don't 
Shoot! TI don't mean you.) 

Their ranks broken and driven under- 
zround by fear, hatred, and persecution, 
the Old ieligion developed and changed 
as all things change. As the centruies 
passed and communication ceased between 
the Surviving "rockets" of witches, 
change took place in various zroups at 
different rates, in different directions 
and as 2 result of different environments. 

Therefore, yrours now rejoicing in 
the title "Traditional”' often differ Otrom 
each other as much as the Gardnerians 
ditrfer from then. There is, however, a 
basic underlying common factor which i- 
dentifies all zroups as having sprung 
from the same source, and makes it quite 
lozical for on individual to belong to 
both a Gardnerian and a Traditional co- 
ven if he is the kind f person who finds 
delizht in the similarities and no dis- 
may ct the diffevences. This I can state 
from personal experience, being a member 
of both Gardnerian and Traditional(Ccelt- 
ic) gzroups myselZt, znd knowing others 
Similarly involved. 

Differences are unimportant,matters 
oT mere detail in many cases, but sIimi- 
larities are all-important, F#Cor within 
that which has been retained in all lines 
of descent is the key to it all. 


By now the reader will have become 
SuUuftticiently accustomed to my illogical 
thinking and feel no surprise that, after 
belittlinz the differences between the 
two classifications and emphasizing the 
importance of Similarities, I now proceed 
w iznore the latter and enlaryze upon the 
LOYMETrC 

Comparing the two 3roups to which I 


children! 


belonz, the most striking difference is 
1n the use of formal ritual. To the 
Gardnerian this is of great importance. 


The set forms of rituals, chants, spells, 
cells are rigidly adhered to. There is 
a "laid down", inflexible method or rule 
act of worship or mazic, and 
these are rarely changed. However, when 
efficiently carried out, the rituals are 


extremely beautiful, and I nust refer to 
the work of one High Priestess under whom 


I served. She was faultless, word vper- 
fect, and s$heer poetry to watch. The 
fact that she was also blond and lovely 


did nothing to spoil the efrect, 
can well imazine. 

with the Celtic there is barely any 
ritual at all, except for the celebration 
oZ the princiral festivals. Working and 
worship cre meditative, the mind and will 


as you 


beinz controlled without ritualistic aids. 


The coven can work tozether as a unit 
whilst, in the physical sense, the mem- 
bers are miles apart. 

Nudity? Gardnerian - yes. Trcadi- 
tional - no. .(ktkenember, I speak only o£ 
these two particular zroujps. ) Does it 
matter! /. very personal choice. In uy 
opinion nudity or srecial robes helr in 
the "steprinsg out*' of everyday life = 
which is so necessary. to condition tne 
mind for work of this natuze. However, 
in the final analysis -- no, it doesn't 
matter a hanz. 

The ace and chythm oz the Gardner- 
lan workinz is cast, energetic, exciting, 
Loud and also poetic und beauticul. The 
dances are wild, tie chants thrillinzT, 
bLood-stirrin:;. The Ceitic has the quict 
oz Che nnd, the reace of the soul - De- 
termined, cacliverc.te, coniſident, silent 
cedication - e.quisite!: 

The Celtic is the :ower ot the 5low 
Sveer-inz tide, LCDlowing relentlessly but 
Skillftully tapped and channelled. The 
other is the wheel, the mill, tne rover- 
nouse! Two sides of the same coin, end 
>aths. to the same ;;o21l. 
which Is: best? -./hichever zuits you 
best. hich suits me best? wvhicnever:- L 
an with. e 


ECwo 


BOOK a EVICY 


by usan yoberts 
YIC 


Witches U.S. £. 
Dell Tublisning Co. 


For 2 long time many oz us nave been 
wisking, rather wistiully, that there 
would Someday be a book on the Crete of 
the same stature as those by the later Dr. 
F. B. Gardner. {. work waich would rvre- 
Sent the O1d Religion accurately and syri- 
pathetically, and to show witches as they 
turely are...and in fact have alw'ys 
been. Such a book would be far more in- 
teresting than the usual historical re- 
Searches, Ffictional treatments, and ed- 
ucated guesses. 

That book is here! 

Susan Roberts Uias done quite © lot 
OZ researching, though mostly with people 
rather than through books. She has vis 
ited, interviewed, cwmnd been on a c=sual 
tirst-name basis with many witches. 

Her book is the most accurate I've 
read in several years...on the Crecit, the 
philosophy behind magic, and in the char- 
acter-studies of witches themselves. 
This latter is what I have found very en- 
Joyable...for those initiated into tie 
Old Relizion are exceptional, personable, 
individuals who drink deeply of lite, who 
laugh and love with gusto, and who have 
an unusually deep understanding of this 
world and the forces behind it. 


__ Miss Roberts has an engrossing style 
ot writing and a sense of humor which is 
both enjoyable and outrageous. In tie 
midst of an otherwise 'straight'' narra- 
tive she Wikl spring a flash of wit that 
ricst stops the reader in amazement, then 
convulses him in laughter. Yet, it fits. 

There are sSurprises in this book; 
for example the strong and positive con- 
nection that Fresident Nixon's law firm 
had with a witchcraft case in Puerto 
Rico Jjust berore the last election. The 
probability seems quite strong that Nix- 
on himself has an accurate knowledze of 
the Old tNeligion as It really is, for tne 
lezal pepers submitted (presumably under 
is name) snrow a mature understandin;z oz 
the witchcult. Is there more! 7Terhans. 

ft any rate, it's most interestinz 


Tnere are © couple or excellent and 
userul ritu:ils: present in Susan's book. 
while strong, they do not require special 
PSychic training or wtccess to Criit ge- 
crets., one hes appeared before only in 
tne waxing Moon, the other nowhere else. 
Zoth are highly recomended for those in- 
Cerested in: the Craft or. in occultisn 
Zenereily. 

Foc anyone et all who has an inter- 
est in witches or modern witchcraft, this 


book has the hizhest of value. Buy or 
order couple oc copies tor yourself, 
ana et severesl for your occult-oriented 


criends. 
This book is really worth it! 


The Lady's Own 


Many readers or The Crystal Well have 
written to us asking how they could share 
in the worship of the Lady. Of course , 
the Pagan Way and other pagan religious 
groups provide one means of coming to Her 
1n worship. These should be followed it 
at all possible. In some cases, however, 
there are reasons why this or apparently 
any other path is closed oft to those who 
wish to offer themselves to Her. 


If you feel that there is no way for 
you to follow Her with others, there is 
a way for you to follow Her alone. On 


the day of the full Moon, or a day before 
light a candle, and dedicate it to Her. 
Ak Her to help you overcome those ob- 
stacles which separate you from Her. No 
matter how bad your condition or how 
great your Separation this action will 
bring you closer to Her and bring Her 
closer to you. When it is possible for 
you to do $so, do the Self-blessing. And 
from then on, light your full Moon candle 
with thoughts of Her growing in your heart. 
She will hear you and aid you, for in 
lighting the candle at the full Moon, you 
are becoming one of the Lady's own. 


\ U3EFUL INTRODUCTORY LETTER by E. &. 


In answering lerters from those who 
are interested in Witchcraft there is 
one. problem which forever plagues Craft 
members: Most who first write in are 
interested primarily in the magical. side 
of it and know little or nothing of the 
theolozy behind the Old Religion. 5 lot 
of the writers are younz people; possib- 


ly their interest will lag after a while. 


Even 80, we often have the feeling that 
many of our inquirers could be valuable 
friends of the Craft, and some who would 
be useful to any coven, if we could just 
roint them in the proper direction at 
the start. 

I wrote the following letter some 
tine azo, in answer to one such '"'first 
request' trying to. recommend the best 
Sources for basic magic and at the same 
time Steering the inquirers towards a 
reverence and understanding of the Lady. 

The rtesults were zood, and I have 
Since used versions of this same letter 
ror several others...with equally good 
results. So, For interested outsiders 
who might want to follow it, the letter 
1s reprinted below. 

Dear Jim, 

Your letter arrived a couple days 
20 mentioning your interest in WwWitch- 
craft and asking for some guidance. 

Your request is a good one, yet it 
is a. classical dilemna...while you are 
most interested in the literature and 
mazlece of | the Craft, I am bound by the 
Stronzest (and potentially most lethal) 
oatns to keep nearly all of it secret. 
20 What can one do? The answer is, sur- 
pPrisingly...quite a lot: 

In reading your letter it can be de- 
duced that you are interested, for the 
Present, _ larzely in the magical: aspect 
OL wiitchcraft. The rituals of the Craft 
are quite powerful, but without exception 
they are secret. Yet: it is possible to 
2et results nearly as well through cere- 
moniel mazic, and a few excellent books 
are evailable on the subject.;.T would 
recomend then highly, as you and your 
i:riends- could train yourselves, either 
Separately. or 28 a Zzroup. 

\ fair warning, though. . , the psychic 
training. exereisges (if done in series 
and Mrorerly) will take a considerable 
cmount of time, since you will be involv- 
ed in openinz psychic centers and condi- 
ciLoninz your subconscious. You could ex- 


rect $subjective results in . only a few 

ays of close traininz, accomplish small 
or $subtle phenomena with two to four 
weeks of training, - and in six months to 


a year be doing some ſairly major things. 


You would . by no means be Gandalt the 
Gray, but you'd be on the right path. 

what sort of 2 curriculum would be 
involved? I would reconnend the follow- 
inz and in the order ziven.(I am assum- 
ing that you've already read some of Dr. 
Gardner 's books.) 

The Secrets of Dr. Traverner 

The ea i7riestess 

Moon Mazic {11 by Dion Fortune 
These books zive a very 300d overview of 
occultism and common psychic phenomena . 
The latter two are strikingly close to 
the Craft in many ways, and z3ive some ri- 
tuals. All three are fictional treatment 
of factual material. 


Fitch 


Psychic 3el£f Deftense by Dion Fortune 

This very useful volume 2ives rrotective 
techniques, more background ' on occultism 
and some simple rituals upon which you 
can expand. 
Initiation Into Hermetics by Franz Bardon 
This is where your actual psychic train- 
inz will begin and continue. Bardon's 
book is without a doubt the very best 
one in print...it has a full schedule of 
exercises with plenty of background in- 
rormation on all. You would start out 
with elementary exercises (a notebook is 
reconnended) and by the year or better 
required to work your way through (for 
Some it can take five years) you would 
be a very different person and be working 
magic as a matter of course. 

But in building oneself through the 
magical sciences (and it's a really fas- 
cinating subject to study and practice, 
even from the beginning) it is quite Iim- 
portant to keep the mind well under con- 
trol. In this sort of thing you will be 
developing the capabilities of your mind 
to a really fantastic degree... .the sen- 
sSation is not unlike having a corvette 
enzine in a Volkswagen! 

Thus, I recomnend that from the time 
your traininsz begins you do parallel 
readingz which is close to the theology 
of Witchcraft. You can 2et very much, or 
from Dr. G. B. Gardner's books. 


course, 
I would also reconmnnend lobert Graves ' 
roetry and his novel \atch the North 


Aind tise. Graves! work, especially the 


rnoetry, Is usually about the Goddess, and 
he quite plainly states that all he does 


is dedicated to Her. If you and some of 
your friends are willing to diz into 
Some heavy reading, then I would suggest 
Graves" The White Goddess above all else. 
It is extremely valuable, but also very 
difficult. 

Above all, reverence the Lady. With 
the Goddess' help your magic and percep- 
tiveness can have very much extra 
Strength. And if you s8omehow zet your- 
Self into psychic trouble...a very ser- 
lous thing indeed...zhe can get you out 
QE:EE.- 

vith the sources I've mentioned, you 
and your co-workers in magic can adapt 
or compose rituals which can "pull 
throuzh' all the rower you can handle, 
and you will be able to accomplish some 
very amazing things. Even a very short 
time after you get started on the books 
you should be able to make very good use 
of the secrets which would be entrusted 
to you. 

The books by Dion Fortune and Franz 
Bardon are available through any good 
occult supply house. Dr. Gardner's book 
Witchcraft Today is being distributed ir 
Paperback in this country. The 
Meaninz of Witchcraft is out of print, 
though < used book dealer might be able 
to: order. : it: for - you. ll of Robert 
Graves *' books are available in your pub- 
lic library. 

I could, of course, send you a series 
of psychic exercises and a schedule to 
perform them on, but they would amount 
to almost the same thing as the books 
I've listed. With these references you 
would be able to progress much faster 
and accomplish much more...and I suspect 
that is the way you prefer. 


Best wishes and Blessed Be, 


Book aeview 


& zocket Guide To the Supernatural 


By Dr. Raymond Buckland PhD 
ce Books o0Cc 


2ursuing an interest in the Supernat- 
urel is fraught with hazards. Anyone 
who has made the attempt to study in the 
fields $soon realizes that most of the 
books in the ZTZield of the occult are ei- 
ther poorly-researched, badly-written, or 
rehashes of poorly-researched and badly- 
written books. \nen a book of some merit 
comes along, it is usually published in 
small quantity by an out-of-the-main - 
Stream publisher and quickly 801d out to 
those who have been awaiting its appear- 
ance. 

: book written 
in his own language 


to inform the layman 
which is well-written 
and covers a broad enough field to pro- 
vide an excellent introduction to the 
whole of occult phenomena has not existed 
until the publication of Dr. Buckland 's 
book. It this seems a broad statement 
to make, Lt is because this book is s0 


different from anything else in the field. 


The value of this type of work 1s 
apperently obvious, as after its publi- 
cation a number of rehashes and poorly 
researched substitutes for it became 
available. he original is worth locat- 
inz, but the rerlacements which are wide- 
Ly sold have little value. 

Dr. Buckland takes his reader on a 
tour of the supernatural and introduces 
him briefly to twenty-five of the most 
commonly encountered subjects, from the 
art of Astral Frojection to the study ot 
the Tarot. 

Each of these fields is broad enouzh 
to make a life's work for any secrious 
Student of the occult, but Dr. Buckland 
does not zet lost in the complex techni- 
calities of the fields, nor does he pon- 
tificate or obscure the simple with the 
dross. This book is exactly what the 
title indicates, a pocket guide. A&A bib- 
Liozraphy for twenty of the twenty-five 
fields will aid an inquirer to further 
study in those tields which he finds to 
be of speciol interest. 

In addition, c« nunber or guided ex- 
periments are provided in © number of the 
ſields covered, with the reader being 
urged to draw his own conclusions from 
the results. The experiments recommended 
are completely in line with the most con- 
Servative occult theory. 
presented in a potentially harmful manner, 
yet their successful performance will 
result in the individual becoming more 
Sensitive to and aware of the forces 
which surround us all. 
Dr. Buckland's 

it can be recomnended for 2ifts to 
For anyone with an 
.-1t Is a 


that 
non-occult friends. 
interest in the supernatural, 
MUST BUY! 


None of them is 


book is $so unusual-: 


AND THE STONES SHALL SPEAK TO YOU 
J.,M.H. 


In the Gospel of Thomas there is an 
Intriguing statement saying that,"'if you 
have faith, stones shall speak to you." 
Now, one of the methods of having s tones 
Speak to your is through Lithomancy, the 
art of using stones to predict the future. 

The particular type of lithomancy 
discussed here is called three-valued 
lithomancy, and can be used only to ans- 
wer questions which have a "yes" or "no" 
answer. Any question which is to be ask- 
ed of this system must, therefore, be 
rormed so0 as to be.-answered by either a 
''yes' or "no" The "three-valued" comes 
from the possibility that the answer will 
be neither yes or no, which would indi- 
we hs that the question should be rephras- 
ed, 

To experiment with three -valued 
lLithomancy, first find three stones which 
are small enough to be held in the palm 
of the hand easily. They should be sut- 
ficiently different from each other by 
Shape - or better by color - that they 
may be quickly identified when they are 
ca8st. The three stones that I-use are 
red, for yes; black, for no; and white as 
the indicator. When you have your three 
Stones, pick one for yes, one for no, and 
one for the indicator - and make $some 
note of which is to be which. To cast 
the stones, cup them in your hand and 
"work" them, or knead them together while 
you ask the question, then cast them out 
from you onto a table or the floor. 
vherever you cast them, they should fall 
no more than a foot or a foot and a hal£s. 
If the stones fall much further than this 
you Will find that they will separate too 
much for accurate readings. 

There are onlyathree patterns into 
whicn the stones may rall. It the indi- 
cator is closest to your "'yes"' stone, 
then the answer is yes; if it is closest 
to your ''no'' stone, then the ansver is, 
obviously, no. In the rare event thet 
they are equally spaced or almost equally 
Spaced, it indicates that you have asked 
2 -question which does not yet admit of 
2n answer, or one which is better not 
answered by this torm of augury. The 
equidistant spacing is often found when 
Silly questions are being asked. 

As in all augury systems, the more 
you work with this one, the better your 
results will be. what is desired is to 
build a stronz2 bond between the stones 
and the operator. The stronger the bond 
you build, the better you will find that 
your interpretation will become. When 
you are not using the stones, keep them 
in a private place $so that idle and cur- 
ious hands do not fondle them. This will 
keep them fully attuned to you. 


ne 


THE COMPLEAT WITCHES LIBRARY 


I have a friend whose avocation keeps 
her quite close to the trends of public 
interest in the occult, Thus the small 
comments and asides in her letters have 
frequently the effect of giving a vast 
and dizzying perspective of things that 
the news media overlook entirely... .yet 
vast patterns in the population that may 
ultimately have far more effect than a 
Small war on the other side of the globe, 

The big interest now, she says, is in 
Witcheraft above all else., Yet in spite 
of this interest practically everybody 
is perplexed: where does one turn for 
truly accurate information? There are a 
F004 number of books easily avallable on 
the s8ubject, and all seem to be rather 
like cotton candy. . .most attractive at 
first s8ight, but when you finish there's 
the realization that really you!ve game) 
almost nothing...,and the aftertaste 1s 
not too good. 

So let's try to clear up a bit of 
this occult/intellectual limbo. If you 
want to read somethineg solid and. use- 
ful. on Witchcraft then take careful note 
of the following...it is not entirely 
complete, but it's better than any pre- 
viously publisned list. 


Witcheraft Today, by Gerald B. Gardner. 
This 1s. one of. the modern classics and 
an excellent inside view of the craft. 
Large bookstores still carry the paper- 
back editions which are imported from 
England. 


The Meaning of Witcheraft, by Gerald B. 
Gardner. Another modern class ic, thouen 
now out of print. A large used-book 
dealer might be able to find one for 
you, thougn. 


High Magic's Aid, by Gerald B. Gardner. 
A very accurate novel of the Craft. A 
large used-book dealer might be able to 
find you a copy through his contacts in 
RPitain. 


Witcheraft from the Inside, by Dr Raymond 


3uckland. This recently-released volume 
18 an excellent |urvey of the Craft. 


Witecheraft, the Sixth Sense, and Us, by 
Justine Glass. Quite a good discussion 
of the Craft in England, and its higory. 
It should be available at any large book 
Store or occult Supply house. 


A Step in the Dark by Lethbridge A useful 
study related to the Craft. You may have 
to order it from England, though. A 
God of the Witches by M. Murray. An exc- 
ellent anthropological study of the Craft 
in Britain during the Dark Ages. Any large 
bookstore either has it or can order it, 
The Divine King in England by M. Murray. 
This is a follow-on to Murray's . earlier 
works, and 8till may be in print. 
Where Witchcraft Lives, by D. Valiente. 
& minor, but charming and enjoyable,dis- 
cuss8ion of the 01d Religion in England, 
Occult book s8uppliers usuvally carry it. 
Witchcraft, Ancient and Modern, by Buck- 
Land, A good survey of the Craft!'s known 
history and its practice in today's world 
with stress on the Gardnerian branch, It 
is recently released and now available 
from occult book dealers. 


Witches, U.S.A., by Susan Roberts. A 
Superb discussilon of the Craft in this 
country, and very accurate. This volume 
has just been released and 8hould be 
available on the paperback book stands, 


Witchcraft. . . The Religion, by Dr Raymond 
Buckland. This comprenensive booklet is 
available either from a number of mail 
order occult book dealers, or directly 

from the Buckland Museum in Long Island. 


The Witches Speak, by Patricia Crowther, 
A good 8urvey, this book may be ordered 
from occult book dealers both in this 
country and (particularly) in Britain. 


Sign of the Labrys, by Margaret St.Clair 


This 1s an offbeat but excellent science.- 


fiction novel built around the Craft. It 
is a paperback and has been out of print 
for. Several years, but a large used-book 
dealer night be able to locate a copy. 


The White Goddess, by Robert Graves. A 
very long, involved, and deep book..... 
but the very best study in existence of 
the Craftis relations to ancient religim 
and art, poetry, song, legend, and mucn 
nore. Any good book dealer will have it. 


ſhe Golden Bough, by Sir James Frazer. 
One of the great classic works on anthe 
ropology, this volume is excellent for 
study or browsing on legends, folklore, 
and items generally related to the Old 
Relirion. Any rood book dealer will haw 
this volume. 


Aradia, Gospel of the Witches, compiled 
by Geoffery Leland. An interesting view 
of a distant branch of the Craft, with 
material gathered in Italy B80 years ago. 
Available either from mail-order occult 
book dealers, or directly from the Buck- 
lard Museum in Long Island, New, York. 


The Magic Arts in Celtic Britain, by 
Lewis Snence., Very good and closely re- 
lated background material. This volume 
is long, out of print, but a good second 
hand book dealer might be able to find 
a copy for you. 


Togmagog, by T.C. Lethbridge, Good and 
accurate anthropology related to the old 
Paith. This book would best be ordered 
from occult book dealers in Britain, 


Witches... Investigating an Ancient Religion 


by T.C. Lethbridge. Same as above, 
Watch the North Wind Rise, by Rotert 
Graves. This is a very good novel relat- 
ed to the Craft and built upon the con- 
clusions reached in The White Goddess. 
Any good paperback dealer will either 
nave it in stock or be able to order it. 


Any poetry by Robert Graves: 1s highly 
recommended. Most of it is written of 
the Goddess nherself, and Graves plainly 
states that everything he writes is 
dedicated to Her. It is very close to 
the theology of Witchcraft... .essential- 
ly identical. Your public library or 
any good book dealer will certainly 
have some of his works, as Graves 1s 
one of the world's greatest poets. 

Well, that's part of the Witch's 
ideal library. In the next issue of 
TWM we'll complete it. In the mean- 
time, good hunting and happy reading: 


(or in this case, a single open 
letter to those of the Cratt) 


LETTERS 


Dear Mr. Ever Such a Big Witch: 

Are we really at the turn of the 
tide...and are the people about to re- 
turn to the O1d Gods! It 80, the few 
who (like yourself) know the path are in 
a weak position to control and direct the 
tlood as it gains impetus. 

Will pure materialism survive as an 
alternative to Christianity, or will in- 
telligent people, £finding the image of 
life as "Matter, all matter, and nothing 
but matter'' even more stupid than the 
biblical explanations, and turn to the 
Craft for guidance? And it they do, what 
Will they find? HWHidely scattered little 

roups all busy smiping at each other. 
Bessie Witch isa nit. We gut all there 
is of: it?) 

All right. ..so you don't want to be 
part of one great, unwieldy complex. . . but 
surely some liaison is both necessary end 
 desirable! Can you really serve the Gods 
with your great hairy paws round the 
dish, teeth bared at the tottering pups 
who would also ''slurp''? 

Cooperate to some extent with others 
no matter how much your methods may dit- 
fer, and please be tolerant rather than 
dogmatic and thin-skinned. What YOu 
chant or don't chant, and what you wear 
or don't wear...whilst important to you 
. - .WLLL no more $erve the Gods ( if the 
people return to them) than the funny 
hat perched on the head of an aged Ital- 


ian in Vatican City would save the Church. 


With great respect I would suggest 

_ that if you would really know what is 

required of you, then ignore differences 

and look for similarities when dealing 

with others of the Craft. Therresult may 

SUYPFise you...as well as pointing out * 
new way. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Ever such a little witch 


How many days have you mothered me? 

(Dreaming and drinking the brew of your 
breasts) 

The Second that is or the ages that were 

And I am fed up to my skull. 

Current to synapse, nerve to cell, 

Trained with milk and z2all. ... 

Earth and Moon, risen and set ... 

How patterned, Mother, 

How patterned and set; 

How gloriously bitter, how cunningly 

8weet ... 
How long and how much 
Have I lain at your breast? 


Places we know. 


ON PROVISIONING THE TEMPLE 


When new books or ceremonial items 
are recommended in a publication |ueh as 
this a commorr question from those inter- 
ested in the Craft, and even frequently 
from Witches themselves is, "That's fine 
but where can I get it?" 

So here is a listing of the best 
If our readers know of 
others, a few lines on each would be 
appreciated. We'll print digests of 
them nere in later 188sues. 


BOOKS 


Llewellyn Publications, P.0. Box 338), 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101. 

one ot the Coremost publishers of occult 
books in this country. The failure or a 
computer installation to adequately hand- 
le occult books has made their delivery 
slow, but they are now on the mend. Write 
for. their latest catalog. 


Samuel teiser, Inc., 734 Broadway, New 
YOTK, MN; io 4 

This book dealer is probably the 
larzest occult book dealer in the country. 
They handle both new and old books on all 
torms of the occult. They "will also 
search and locate old and out-of-print 


books. recently they have begun publish- 


inz a large number of occult classics. 
The are distributors of Labrys Fress 

Books. They -ship promptly and notify LIL 
out of stock. Write for their current 
book list. 


EQUIPMENT 


Most in the Craft prefer to make their 
own ritual equipment, but there are times 
when one would rather buy it. Ee 
rowse-eIn Gifts, 3539 Parkline Avenue, 
Cinecinnatl, Ohio $5208. 

This small firm is probably the best 
Supplier of authentic. Craft items in the 
country. Write for their catalog. 


The Crystal well prints a statement 
of income and expenses in each issue, Cco- 
verinz the previous issue. The statement 
below is for this introductory issue and 
covers only the anticipated expenses. 
The total won't be known until after pub- 
lication. 


FE.xpenses 
rrinting 5120 .00 
First Class Zostage 40 .00 
Miscellaneous 4 ,00 
Total $164.00 
Income 


Special donations by members of 
the Craft will cover the above 
and the anticipated advertising 
in Fate Magazine (budzeted fo 
$35.00) 
Approximate cost per copy 3IIC 


The dollar which you paid for this 
Copy Will 2o to The Crystal well general 
fund to help pay tor other issues of The 
Crystal Well. 


A TWELFTH CENTURY GRACE 


ANSUER US. 


O ANCIENT HORNED ONE -=- 
Provender and power are thine, 
Hear and answer Gracious Goddes 
Grant us Laughter, wit, and wine. 
Decend onus, O Thou of Blessings, 
Come AMOUng Us, make us glad. 
Thou art Chief of all creation 
Why, O why should we be 54d? 
Beam on us, O joyous greenwood, 
Banish heavy —hearted hate.-- 
Accept our Craft, O Greatest Mother, 
Let cheerful brightness be our fate. 


Self Blessing 

This ritual should be performed during the 
new moon, but it is not limited to that phase. 
Need, not season, determines the performance. 
There is real rower in the Self Blessing; Lit 
Should not be used other than in time of need 
and should not be done promiscuously. 

The purpose of the ritual is to bring the 
1ndividual into closer contact with the Godhead. 
It can also be used as a minor dedication, when 
a person who desires dedication: has no one who 
can dedicate him. This Self Blessing ritual may 
also be used as a minor exorcism, to banish any 
evil influences which may have formed around the 
Person. It may be performed by any person upon 
nimself, and at his desire. 

Perform - the ritual. in a quiet place, far - 
from distractions, and nude. You will need the 
: Following: 

1. Salt, about one-quarter teaspoon 

2. Wine, about an ounce 

3. Water, about one-halit ounce 

4. Candle, votive or other. 

The result of the ritual is a feeling of 
peace and calm. It is desirable that the rparti- 
cipant bask in the afterglow 8o that he may med- 
iItate and understand that he has called the at- 
tention of the Godhead to. himself, asking to zrow 
closer to the Godhead in both zoals and in wisdom. 

When you are ready to begin, sprinkle the 
s8alt on the floor and stand on it, Llizhting the 
candle. Let the warmth of the candle be absorbed 
into the body. Mix the water into the wine, med- 
itatinz upon your reasons for periorming the 
elf Blessing. 

Dip the fingers into the water and wine mix- 
ture and annoint the parts of the body indicated 
by the words of the ritual on the facing page. 

Remain and meditate for a while. 


. tnu eSSe 


L. md ee Thy 
light 


| bleSSed be My Nog, | 
Die thet wed 2 that, it may Breath Q | 


6. bl\esSed be my 
| walk in thy way, 
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